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Bunker to Bunker

Chris Giza’s Extraordinary Life
By Robyn Noll

From November of last year until mid-March, if you asked where Chris Giza was you might
have been surprised to hear she was in Afghanistan, flying missions to help put bombmakers out of business. For those who’ve played golf with her, it’s easy to imagine her
piloting an aircraft for a defense contractor doing reconnaissance. What may be harder to
picture is her scrambling for the bunker her first time in Afghanistan during a rocket attack
on her base. She’s normally so calm in the bunker!
What’s Chris’ motivation for wanting to work 12 hour shifts in a war zone for the third time?
It started by trying to gain the respect of her father, a West Pointer who served in Vietnam
and in the State Department. Wanting to serve but be different, Chris entered the Navy’s
Officer Candidate School in 1973, the same year women were first allowed in flight training. Chris thought “I could do that,” so she went to flight school in 1975. She became the
seventh female Naval aviator and, eventually, only the second woman to ever fly jets.
Chris learned to play golf so she could see a man on the Naval Academy golf team. While
the relationship only lasted about 7 years, her love of the game remains. Along the way she
won five All-Navy golf championships and two Inter-Service championships. In 1999 and
2004 she won the EWGA National Championship, becoming the first to win it twice. Her
favorite golf moment came in 1992, just after she moved to Louisiana. She joined the LWGA
and found out she qualified for the State Women’s Amateur Championship. Short on
money, she bunked at the Air Force base instead of the hotel, and came out of nowhere to
win the match play event, beating young local phenom and current LPGA player Meredith
Duncan. It was Chris’ greatest week of golf, one where she felt “in the zone” all week.
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When she plays golf, she competes against herself, and doesn’t need the killer instinct like
in the Navy. Still, long-time friend Kelly Hollister advises “never count her out of any hole.”
Tenacious by nature, Chris doesn’t know how to quit. After she retired from the Navy in
1996, she worked for the U.S. Marshals Service before taking retirement again and shifting
to a private company. She jokes she “really” retired in 2012 to help her elderly mother. But
once her mom entered assisted living, a friend told her about an opportunity to fly in a
combat zone. She jumped at the chance, saying it finally makes her feel complete as a
Naval aviator. Her work helps save lives by putting IED makers out of business, which she
says gives her “a great sense of pride and accomplishment.”
Ultimately Chris figured out that she didn’t need to prove herself to her dad, that he loved
her no matter what. Still, he must have been very proud of her accomplishments. Her
friends, family, and dog Bailey were happy to have this gutsy lady return home safely, and
hope she’ll stay awhile before heading off to save the world again.

Muscular Dystrophy

No match for Anke Vanderdrift
By Mary Ann Souter

Moving to the United States from the Netherlands as a young woman would be a
difficult adjustment for anyone changing cultures and leaving family and friends.
But that’s exactly what Anke Vanderdrift did 50 years ago when she was a young
flight attendant for KLM in New York on a promotional tour. There, she met her
future husband and started a new life in the U.S.
Anke was always an athletic person who enjoyed tennis, sailing and skiing. But by
the time she was in her thirties, many changes had occurred in her life. She left an
unhappy marriage, was mistakenly told she had ALS, a fatal disease, and was ultimately diagnosed with Charcot Marie Tooth, a form of muscular dystrophy. At 45,
due to her physical limitations, she could no longer enjoy her favorite activities.
Never thinking of quitting, she decided to try golf, which she thought would be
easier on her weakening body.
Years of living in several New England states made it difficult for Anke to cope with
the pain. The cold, wet climate took its toll on her and doctors recommended she
move to a warmer environment. A new beginning in Florida was on the horizon
and job hunting was a top priority. Although she had several years of university
education, she was not able to find employment. Next step – going back to college. At 55 years old, she earned a degree in social work. “I was older than most
of my instructors,” she joked. Anke worked as a case manager for 12 years when
her life was about to change again. “Humidity equaled pain,” she said. “So I retired
and started exploring active adult communities around the country. After months
of research and travel, I found exactly what I wanted at Sun City Festival.” Anke
moved to Arizona in 2007 and joined the Sun City Festival Women’s Golf Group
and the AWGA.
“I am so fortunate,” she said. “I was always in good shape, ate well, led a healthy
lifestyle and have had a positive attitude.” All of those attributes helped to slow
the progression of her MD. Now 74 years old and living with MD, Anke is still an
avid golfer playing at least four times a week wearing braces on her legs. Carlene
Crnkovich, VP of the Sun City Festival WGG and Anke’s friend, said, “It’s amazing how she holds a golf club even though she can’t open
her fingers. She hits down the middle and plays a wicked short game!” Anke reported her handicap as 32 in the winter and 25 in the
summer. “When it’s cold, it’s painful for me and it’s harder to swing the club. In the summer, I get a lot of roll,” she chuckled, “which
helps my handicap!”
Anke’s legacy is her annual Tournament for the MDA. “I wanted to give back and I wanted it to be something important to me without
benefitting me personally,” she said. All proceeds are donated to the Muscular Dystrophy Children’s Camp in northern Arizona. The
Anke Vanderdrift MDA Tournament has contributed almost $50,000 to date. The women of Copper Canyon and the local community
add to its success by volunteering their time, providing materials and participating in the silent auction.
This year’s tournament was held on January 18th, Anke’s 74th birthday. 135 golfers participated at Copper Canyon where they raised
$17,500, the most since the tournament began. “I’m the ambassador who makes sure
everyone is happy,” Anke said. And that she is! According to Carlene, she’s a “people
magnet” and head of their Sunshine Committee.
Anke’s enthusiasm, perseverance and generous spirit are truly an inspiration for all golfers. In the end, it is apparent that Anke is good for golf and golf is good for Anke.
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The Fun-damentals of Arizona Girls Golf
by Robyn Noll

Arizona is lucky to have two successful Girls
Golf programs, each part of the LPGA*USGA
Girls Golf initiative. Through these programs,
girls not only learn how to drive, chip and
putt, with instruction provided by LPGA and
PGA teaching professionals, they also learn
rules, etiquette, and course management.
Volunteers are on hand to assist with and
reinforce the lessons.
Getting instruction at a young age gives girls
a solid foundation for a lifetime of enjoyment of the game, whether they choose to play only
for fun or also at a competitive level. Along the way they gain confidence and self-esteem, and
discover the value of honesty and integrity, skills that will help them no matter what they
choose to do in the future. Directing Arizona’s Girls Golf programs are two enthusiastic and
energetic women who are deeply committed to helping young girls succeed. The first, Rose
Nehring, has been involved in junior golf in the Tucson area for over 20 years, and has been Girls
Golf of Tucson’s Site Director since 2010. Cori Alberdi came onboard as the Site Director in
Phoenix this January. She has worked with junior golf programs in Phoenix in a variety of
capacities before, and is a former competitive junior golfer herself.
Both women would like to promote and
grow their programs further, offering more
girls from all backgrounds a chance to experience the game in an enjoyable, girl-friendly environment. They strive to create new
events and fresh opportunities, and as an
example, Phoenix has recently introduced a
“Future Stars Academy” for more advanced
players, and has created a colorful “Itty Bitty”
golf clinic for 3, 4 & 5 year olds which puts
the emphasis on PLAY when playing golf.
One of the wonderful things about LPGA*USGA
Girls Golf is how engaged players and former players are with one another. A tournament in Phoenix
this summer will see a number of alumni each
teaming up with 3 to 4 girls currently in the program for a scramble. In Tucson, many of the girls in
the higher levels of the program are earning
Community Service Points volunteering at events
and mentoring the younger girls. There are a lot of positive outcomes resulting from this interaction. As a way of thanking the older girls, following the event they get to play nine holes with
a low handicap adult volunteer, and receive tips on course management, pace of play and club
selection. It’s a win-win for everyone involved.

Phoenix Chapter
120 Girls | Ages 3 - 18 | 9 Skill Tiers
About 30 events per year

Upcoming events:
• Mother/Daughter Tournament (May)
• Future Stars Academy Camp (May)
• Father/Daughter Tournament (June)
• Alumni/young girls scramble (Summer)
• Many team and individual stroke play events
• “Itty Bitty Girls Rock” classes for 3, 4 & 5
year olds
Director: Cori Alberdi
Email: cori@girlsgolfofphoenix.org
Website: GirlsGolfofPhoenix.org

Tucson Chapter
52 girls | Ages: 7-17 | 5 skill tiers
About 24 events per year

Upcoming events:
• Mother/Daughter Tournament (May)
• Father/Daughter Tournament (June)
• “Super Girls Golf Day” (November) Free. Open
to girls of all skill levels ages 7 to 17. Features
golf instruction by PGA and LPGA pros, chipping and putting contests, & more
• Holiday Tournament (December)
Director: Rose Nehring
Email: ranehring@comcast.net
Website: GirlsGolfofTucson.org

Northern Arizona Chapter
Work is now underway to form a chapter in
Northern Arizona.	

Upcoming events:
• Classes may be available this summer.
Contact: Heather Risk
Email: heatherrisk08@gmail.com

So what can you do to help Arizona’s young girl golfers? If you want to volunteer, are able to
sponsor or donate to one of the programs, or know a young girl who wants to participate in this
fantastic sport, you can always contact the chapter nearest you for more information.
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What Happened in Vegas?
by Judy Fick and Peggy Iacobelli

They say “What Happens in Vegas Stays in Vegas”. That may be true sometimes, but not when it comes to the Rating Team that attended the USGA Western Calibration Seminar February 16-17. We’re happy to report that AWGA course rating captains Ann Chatham, Judy
Fick, Peggy Iacobelli and Judi Lorenzen came in first place, and the AGA men came in first, too. The purpose of the annual seminar is
to ensure each state association rates the same way, so handicaps will carry to courses nationwide. Each team was evaluated using
individual tests, and by rating four holes on course, and then had both segments reviewed by USGA Master Raters. So for now we’re
going to change that old Vegas motto to “Those Who Went to Vegas Return as Better Raters”… and hopefully as better teachers, too.
Arizona has over 350 golf courses, and each must be rated a minimum of every ten years - more often if it’s newer or has been
renovated. If numbers are your thing, you too can become a course rater. We currently need help in the West Valley and training
is available. Contact Robyn Noll at RNoll@awga.org for more information.

All About Ginny Zak

2014 AWGA President of the Board
By Mary Ann Souter
Ginny Zak loves life. She’s an energetic, spirited woman who brings a cheerful attitude to everything
she does. A member of the AWGA Board of Directors since 2007, Ginny held the position of
Handicap Chair from 2008 – 2013 and also served as Vice President in 2013. “Last year I was President
in charge of Vice,” she said revealing her witty sense of humor, “and this year I was elected President.
It’s going to be an interesting year!” No doubt she will be spreading her enthusiasm throughout the
association.
Volunteering has been ongoing in Ginny’s life. She joined the AWGA and Superstition Mountain
ladies group after moving from Buffalo, NY to the Valley in 2000. Active in their golf community, she
served as President of the Women’s Golf Association of Western New York (an association of private
clubs) and President of the Women’s Teams Association, which was comprised of 18 teams of golfers. “Golf has been an ambassador for me, enabling
me to do so much. It gave me the opportunity to be a leader,” she said. As a knowledgeable golfer and earning USGA credentials, Ginny quickly
became Handicap Chair at Superstition Mountain, a position she held for 10 years. As the AWGA Handicap Chair, she was a regular presenter at
handicap seminars, which she unexpectedly found to be fun. “I discovered that I enjoy public speaking,” she said. And because Ginny learned to
play golf as an adult, she recognizes that it’s a totally different experience for women learning the game than for kids. “I know what it feels like to be
new at something and I’m eager to help women who are beginner golfers.” Ginny said she “heartily and enthusiastically supports the Ambassador
Program which is now Golf 101. “Helping women grow in the game and become passionate
about it is a true joy for me.” Talk about loving the game – Ginny limits herself to playing golf
only five days a week since she walks and carries her clubs.
Over the years, Ginny has earned a string of golf accomplishments. She was Club Champion at
her home course in Buffalo seven times and played in the USGA Women’s Mid Am Championship
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AWGA President Ginny Zak
continued from page four

in 1999. “I was 45 years old at the time,” she said, “and everyone was asking me which of the players was my daughter! After explaining that I was
the player, they started calling me Mom. After that, I played in the USGA Senior Women’s Amateur Championship,” she chuckled. Ginny is also a
champion at Superstition Mountain where she was Match Play Champion and Club Champion in 2007. In 2009, she was Match Play Champion and
Player of the Year. “2009 was a very good year,” she said. Ginny just recently won the 2014 Club Championship at Superstition Mountain.
Not a stranger to the coveted hole-in-one, Ginny can boast 7 1/2 of them! So how did she get half a hole-in-one? Ask her about it. She’s eager to
tell her story. “I love to talk to people,” she said. “As Board President, I want to hear from the women in our state and hopefully, curiosity about my
half a hole-in-one will open the door for many interesting conversations.”
Ginny is enjoying her new position. “There are so many accomplished women on the Board who truly inspire me. And I’m not
being politically correct when I say that!” Yes, the AWGA Board is made up of extraordinary and talented women and this year the dynamic Ginny
Zak is President!

2014 AWGA Season Opener
by Robyn Noll

The AWGA Season Opener that took place at Briarwood Country Club on February 23rd was a
resounding success. The Four-Ball Stroke Play event got off to a shotgun start at 8:30am in Sun City
West and the weather couldn’t have been more ideal, with cloudless skies and temps warming up
to the mid-70s by the turn. Players enjoyed Briarwood’s traditional, parkland design that earns it
accolades as a hidden jewel in the desert and where, at this time of year, the dormant Bermuda
rough sharply defines gorgeous, tree-lined fairways. After the morning’s play was over, Kim Eaton
and Karen Pultz emerged victorious as the overall winners, with Pat Kuntz and Barbara Lail ham-andegging their way to the prize for overall net.
Cindy Bryniarski, who was instrumental in bringing the tournament to her club, said “Briarwood truly enjoyed the opportunity the Season Opener
gave us to showcase our club. Not enough people know we’re here and have great golf and facilities to offer!” The facilities were definitely top of
the line, and the course itself really wowed the players and AWGA staff. According to Karen Pultz, the course “had great flow and was framed nicely
with bunkering. The challenge was managing the firmness of the greens to get close to the hole locations.” In fact the greens are so firm that Kim
Eaton advises to “hit it short and let it roll” when playing Briarwood.
The club stood out in one very unusual way during the tournament. Since it’s a private club they didn’t have rental carts to use. Instead, their members graciously loaned their street-legal carts to players, which were much faster and better looking than ordinary rentals. It was just one of the ways
Briarwood made players feel special. Net winners Pat and Barbara both noted that the staff was welcoming and attentive to player needs, and that
the food was fabulous. Players raved about the croissants and coffee before the event began, as well as a Sunday brunch complete with an amazing selection of breakfast, lunch and dinner options that included an omelet station, prime rib, a sundae bar and much more.
The AWGA’s Erin Groeneveld says most people don’t realize Briarwood has a clubhouse and course of such high caliber, and that it could easily host
a USGA Men’s or Women’s Open Qualifier or Senior Tour event. Karen Pultz adds “If you get the opportunity to play it, do!” Need more encouragement? Not only do they have brunch every Sunday, they have a pastry chef on staff, as well.
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Q.

Rules School
with Sally Larson
AWGA Rules Committee Chair

We, as desert dwellers are very familiar
with our local wood rats, aka packrats (not to
be confused with ground squirrels). Packrats
gather up mounds of debris - from cholla
cactus to scraps of rope and irrigation parts. If
a packrat could fit a golf ball in his mouth, we
would find those as well. There are so many
of these nests on our golf course, is there any
way we can get relief from them?

A.

Pack rats are not burrowing animals, so
you get no relief for a burrowing animal hole.
Their middens (piles of refuse) are in desert
areas, generally at the base of prickly pear or
cholla cacti. If you find one in the middle of the fairway, we would mark it as ground under
repair (GUR). But a ball in the desert should not be there in the first place. A ball in or near a
packrat nest may be in an unplayable lie, but not GUR. There is no relief without penalty. In
addition, if the ball is in the packrat midden and a rattlesnake is also in the neighborhood, as
often happens, there is no relief for a dangerous situation unless the player would play the ball
as it lies if the snake was not there. Such is the challenge of desert golf!
See the images below for the difference between pack rat middens vs. ground squirrel holes.

A packrat standing on its nest

Ground squirrels exiting their habitation hole

AWGA State Match Play Championship
Troon North Golf Club June 24 - 27
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Entries open May 12

ACES
December
22 | Judy Samotny | Terravita Golf Club
January
21 | Barbara Eisenberg | MountainView GC
31 | Carole Hand | Fountain of the Sun GC
31 | Kathy Ervin | Fountain of the Sun GC
February
6 | Chris Schlese | Trilogy GC at Power Ranch
7 | Vickie Coates | Villa de Paz GC
9 | Paula Miller | Desert Mountain Club
10 | Paula Page | Wigwam Golf Resort
11 | Lore Schaefer | Sunbird GC
12 | Bette Matheson | Sunbird GC
13 | Jamie Middleton | Mountain Shadows GC
15 | Sharon Adamo | Desert Hills GC
16 | Nancy Foy | Cimarron Golf Course
17 | Mary Benkert | Falcon Dunes GC
18 | Nelda Machutas | Palo Verde CC
19 | Anne Murphy Scholl | Olde London GC
20 | Maureen Flanagan | Desert Mountain
21 | Celia Ingram | Desert Mountain Club
21 | Kim Hacht | Red Mountain Ranch CC
21 | Debbie Hajekerou | The Boulders
23 | Kyunghye Lee | Ahwatukee Country Club
23 | Dorie Hedien | PebbleCreek Golf Club
25 | Gayle Kiss | Desert Mountain Club
25 | Terri Johnson | Desert Mountain Club
27 | Bonnie Rasmussen | Club West Golf Club
28 | Lainie Rose | Trail Ridge Golf Course
March
2 | Jacquie LeMarr | Oakcreek CC
2 | Clara Patzer | Kierland Golf Club
3 | Beth Goodman | Trilogy GC @ Vistancia
4 | Kathie Sankey | Tonto Verde Golf Club
6 | Cheryl Mikkola | Desert Hills MGC
6 | Lorraine Young | Arizona Traditions GC
6 | Debra Finn | SaddleBrooke CC
7 | Karolyn Cramer | Pebblebrook Golf Course
9 | Marylana Breit | Palo Verde Country Club
9 | Alyce Todey | Ironwood Golf Club
10 | Jean Stephenson | Aguila Golf Course
10 | Edie Thorpe | The Boulders Golf Club
11 | Laurel Reid | Sun City North
13 | Betsy Robinson | Ventana Canyon GC
14 | Kathy Manzi | PebbleCreek GC
15 | Henrietta Watts | Red Mountain Ranch CC
16 | Kay Little | PebbleCreek GC
17 | Dona Conzelman | Mesa Del Sol GC
17 | Pier Flemming | Alta Mesa GC
18 | Yoshi Spreeman | Briarwood CC
21 | Janice Werz | The CC @ DC Ranch

Women’s Associations Come Together
to Promote and Grow Women’s Golf By Mary Pomroy
Each March, Arizona is host to a meeting where women leaders from golf associations around the
country come together to discuss their businesses, recommend ideas and suggest solutions to
issues relating to the health and well-being of women’s golf. Welcome to WARM - The Women’s
Association Roundtable Meeting!
Founded in 2003 with only 4 states represented, the group has grown to 18 women’s golf associations from 14 states. This
annual event continues to draw new
members who meet each year to
exchange ideas and discuss ongoing challenges and successes. Using their collective wisdom, they are developing a
nationwide outreach to attract women to
Donna Orender (2nd from left) with Pacific WGA Board & Staff
the game, offering players a fun and challenging experience on the course and
demonstrating that women’s associations are
effective catalysts for growing the game.
This year’s key note speaker was Donna
Orender, founder and CEO of Orender Unlimited
of Jacksonville, Florida. Ms. Orender, who
recently launched “Generation W”, a brand
focused on educating, inspiring, and connecting women and girls, kicked the meeting off
with her insights into what is missing in the
management of golf that keeps more women
Board & staff of South Carolina and Delaware WGA’s.
from making it a lifestyle choice. A very dynamic and entertaining speaker, Donna encouraged the attendees to continue to work to teach the
predominantly male leaders in the game to “speak female”, to understand and embrace the gender
differences that naturally exist, and to be willing to think outside the box in seeking to grow women’s golf, a stated goal of all of the organizations with a stake in the future of the game.
The WARM is a presentation of the Women’s Golf Alliance, a membership organization of which the
AWGA is a member association under our Information and Outreach program. Visit their website at
www.womensgolfalliance.com

passages
Geraldine “Gerry” Clark, age 72, of Thatcher, entered into rest on February 14, 2014, at the Mount
Graham Regional Medical Center. Gerry was devoted to her role of wife and mother, but also took
on various jobs including school bus driver, dental assistant, and constructor of mobile homes. She
was always available to help any who needed her, doing the unrecognized and self-sacrificing work
required for many who could not take care of themselves. Gerry loved to play golf, and she was
good at it. She was a very active golfer at Mount Graham Golf Course, playing frequently and serving as their handicap chair. Gerry will be sorely missed by a great many people.
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Building the Vision
The AWGA is graced with a multitude of volun-
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teers who serve our membership for the good
of golf in Arizona. A special group among these
is our Board of Directors. These women have
generally progressed to leadership positions by
first becoming engaged at their local club level
and advancing through State level committee
work to gain the knowledge that enables them
to guide the organization and assure its longterm growth in the industry. If you think you
might enjoy being a part of building the vision
of the AWGA, we encourage you to contact any
of our Board members for more information.
Then go to www.awga.com and complete a
Volunteer Interest Form.

Dear Caddy

Q

“I often volunteer to keep the scorecard for my group on ladies day. I find it distracting to have players announce their scores to me while I am
still trying to finish my own play on the hole. Is there a rule or is it just common courtesy to not announce your individual score on the putting
green before all players have finished putting out? If not a rule is there a tactful way to handle the matter? It seems common place with our ladies
association and upsetting on league days, when this occurs, but even more so when it is done during tournament play.

A

The putting green is a very unique place for golfers and because of this, there are several etiquette rules to be aware of and follow when you are
on the green. To answer your first question, No, there is no specific rule in the USGA’s Rules of Golf that dictates where and when you are to
announce an individual (hole) score. Possibly in match play, when asked, but I don’t think this applies to your situation. In stroke play, the designated marker is responsible for keeping score and should, if necessary, on the way to the next teeing ground, check scores with players prior to recording.

The principles of golf etiquette would certainly be your guide in this situation, and the prevailing theme is to show consideration to your fellow golfers at
all times – meaning, one should not disturb their competitor by moving, talking or making unnecessary noise. It sounds as if you have a few ladies in your
association who fail in the principles of golf etiquette!
I will venture to say your etiquette challenged golfers are not aware of their lapse in “early score announcement” and behave badly purely out of habit. I
suggest this as I am guilty of doing this very thing! A tactful approach to addressing this would be to ask the designated marker to propose to all players,
on the first teeing ground, that there is no need to announce scores, but rather she will ask for them, if need be, once they are off the green and on to the
next hole. If the babble continues, gently remind players that there is no need to announce on the
green, but off the green and with the marker when she is not concentrating on a putt, and has
scorecard & pencil in hand. This makes much more sense….. Final thought - When on the green,
let common sense and courtesy be your guide.
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