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Spotlight: The Best of the Best

Judy Miller wins Day in Hades Tournament
in on-course playoff
By Mary Ann Souter

Judy Miller
Overall Gross Champion

Liz Buck
Overall Net Champion
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Judy Miller is on a roll! Within a one month period she won two AWGA
tournaments, the Weekend Classic in Flagstaff and the Day In Hades in Marana.
That is quite an accomplishment for any golfer and the year is only half over!
Judy moved to Arizona in 2005 and it is apparent that she quickly became acclimated to the Arizona climate since she began winning tournaments almost
immediately, and continues, even in the scorching heat this summer.
“It was extremely hot for the Day In Hades Tournament,” Judy recalled. “Not
keeping track of who the leaders were, I finished
“I hit two straight shots my last hole and when I went inside I was told
down the fairway, then that there would be a playoff and I was in it. We
an accurate chip shot ate lunch and then Megan Buck and I headed
back onto the course. We had only two observwhich stopped about 12
ers, Chris Giza and Tui Selvaratnam, who were
inches from the hole. I willing to brave the heat with us!” She continputted it in for a birdie ued, “I hit two straight shots down the fairway,
and won the playoff. It then an accurate chip shot which stopped about
12 inches from the hole. I putted it in for a birdie
was really an exciting
and won the playoff. It was really an exciting
moment for me.” moment for me.”
Judy was presented with the AWGA Senior
Player of the Year Award in 2007 and she is continually adding titles to her
record. Her most recent accomplishments are:
2009 – AWGA Mixed Stix Champion with Ed Gowan
2009 – AWGA Day In Hades Champion
2009 – AWGA Weekend Classic Champion
2009 – 1st Alternate at US Women’s Public Links Championship Qualifier
2008 – AWGA State Seniors Sophomore Division Winner
2008 – AWGA Partners Champion with Monica Marquardt
continued on page three
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2009 Day in Hades Results
Overall Winners
Gross Winner
Net Winner

Judy Miller 		
Liz Buck			

Randolf North		
The 500 Club		

74
67

First Flight
Gross Winner
Net Winner

Megan Buck		
Caroline Brey		

The 500 Club		
Mixed Stix		

74
72

Cave Creek Golf Course
JGAA			

77
80

Second Flight
Gross Winners
1. Rita Albertson			
2. Morgan Mcclure		
Net Winner
Martha Felix			
Third Flight
Gross Winners
1. Erin Mcclure			
2. Norma Hill			
3. Wendy Stone 			
Net Winners
1. Susan Browning		
2. Cheryl Lewis			
Fourth Flight
Gross Winners
1. Nonda Frey			
2. Carol Hobbs			
Net Winners
1. Barbara Lail			
2. Frieda Gutshell		
Fifth Flight
Gross Winners
1. Margie Caves			
2. Glo Malmberg		
Net Winners
1. Lynn Metz 			
2. Carol Hisey			
Sixth Flight
Gross Winners
1. Maryellen Haddock		
2. Peggy Hettinger		
Net Winners
1. Harlene Bowman		
2. Jacki McCue			

JGAA			
Deer Valley Golf Course
Cave Creek Women

83
83
85

Papago Golf Club		
Omni Tucson		

70
71

Cave Creek Women
The Gallery Golf Club

90
92

Snowflake Golf Course
The Gallery Golf Club

74
77

Leisure World CC 		
Oakwood Golf Club

92
99

The Gallery Golf Club
Hillcrest Golf Club		

77
80

Sun City Vistoso		
Cave Creek Golf Course

96
101

WWGA			
Executive Women		

76
77

new course ratings
Saddlebrooke Ranch Golf Club
Rust		
71.1/119
Plum		
68.7/109
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Kino Springs Country Club 71

Alpine Country Club
Regular		
Forward

68.4/123
64.0/119

The Best of the Best
2009 Day in Hades Tournament
(continued from page one)

2008 – AWGA Mixed Stix Champion with Ed Gowan
2008 – AWGA Season Opener Champion
2008 – Tucson City Champion
2007 -- Southern District Stroke Play Champion
2007 – 2009 – Tucson City Women’s Golf Association Champion
2006 – 2009 -- Randolph North Club Champion
2006 -- AWGA State Seniors Champion
One of her most exciting achievements was the honor of participating as one
of the three women on the winning US Womens’ State Team Championship in
Houston in 2007. Judy was both enthusiastic and modest about her place on the
team. “What a thrill it was for me to be part of this historic event representing
my state,” she said. “It’s now two years later and I still feel honored to have
been on the team. Arizona winning the title for the first time made it even more
memorable,” she continued. Judy’s success this year earned her the position of
1st alternate for the 2009 team; (narrowly losing out to a Committee exemption
for Lynn Simmons’ exceptional performance in the 2008 US Women’s MidAmateur Championship, where she went all the way to the 18th hole of the
Championship match).
Judy and her husband, Al, enjoy playing golf together at home in Tucson and
when they travel. Her motto is “Have Clubs Will Travel” and her clubs have put
quite the mileage on! Judy has played golf all over Arizona in AWGA tournaments and across the nation in USGA events. “Going to Tulsa Country Club for
the US Senior Women’s Amateur Championship in September 2008 was quite
an experience for me,” Judy remembers. “It was an exceptional course and the
people were so welcoming and helpful. I was playing a practice round with
Chris Giza and a very friendly and gracious man was her caddie. We later
found out that he was the President of Tulsa Country Club!” There’s something
to be said about that southern hospitality! Judy will be playing in the US Senior
Women’s Amateur Championship Qualifying event at Desert Mountain on
August 10th and then hopefully will be heading to Hot Springs, Virginia for the
US Senior Women’s Championship in September.
Congratulations, Judy, for your many accomplishments on the golf course
and for sharing your passion for golf with Arizona’s golf community. We’re so
happy you moved to Arizona!

Yuma Golfers head for Cooler Places
Anita Ponton, Membership Program Leader for the Yuma area, reports that all is quiet
in the Yuma area with 50% of the population leaving for the summer months. Las
Barancas Golf Course closed effective June 1, 2009 due to economic conditions and
course repairs.
The Greater Yuma Women’s Golf Tournament will be held on November 23 & 24 at
Mesa Del Sol and Desert Hills. Anita will provide more information about the tournament when she returns to Yuma in late September. Until then, she hopes everyone who
lives here year round can keep cool!

Arizona Women's
State Team is Selected
Your Arizona Women’s State Team has
been selected! Tui Selveratnam, Barbara Byrnes and Lynn Simmons will
travel to Sycamore Hills Golf Club in
Fort Wayne, Ind. where they will be
defending champions at the USGA
Women’s State Team Championship.
These players were selected by a point
system, in which they earned points
for all of the events they played in
over the last two years.
Help us wish the best of luck to our
team of Tui, Barb and Lynn as they
travel to Indiana to represent Arizona
on Sept 1-3, 2009.
Click below to read more about your
Arizona State Team Members:
Blog about Tui qualifying for the 2009
US Women’s Amateur Championship
Lynn’s performance at the 2008 US
Women’s Mid Am Championship
2007 Arizona State Team Champions
Tui’s runner-up finish at 2006 US
Women’s Mid Am Championship
Barb putting at the US Senior Women’s
Am Championship

Help us reach more
women golfers....
when you're finished
reading this newsletter,
forward it to a friend.
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Rule 28 - Ball Unplayable

The player may declare her ball unplayable at
any place on the course except when the ball is
in a water hazard. The player is the sole judge
as to whether her ball is unplayable.		
If the player deems her ball to be unplayable,
she shall, under penalty of one stroke:
a. Play a ball as nearly as possible at the spot
from which the original ball was last played;
or
b. Drop a ball behind the point where the ball
lay, keeping that point directly between the
hole and the spot on which the ball is dropped,
with no limit to how far behind that point the
ball may be dropped; or
c. Drop a ball within two club-lengths of the
spot where the ball lay, but no nearer the hole.
If the unplayable ball is in a bunker, the player
may proceed under Clause a, b or c. If she elects
to proceed under Clause b or c, a ball must be
dropped in the bunker. The ball may be cleaned
when lifted under this Rule.
Q. A player hits her tee shot into the desert.
The player immediately declares the ball unplayable and plays another ball from the tee under
the stroke-and-distance option of Rule 28a.
May a player declare a ball unplayable which
has not been found?
A. Yes a player may proceed under the strokeand-distance option (Rule 28a) without finding
her ball. The player then plays from the teeing
ground and she is allowed to re-tee the ball.
However, since Rules 28b and c require reference to where the ball lay, the player must find
and identify his ball in order to proceed under
either of these options.
Submitted by: Jan Wobken
		
AWGA Rules Chair
Jan can be reached at rwobken@cox.net
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AUGUST 2009
Aug 1-2
2009 AWGA Mixed Stix Tournament | Tubac Golf Resort, Tubac
Aug 10
USGA Senior Women’s Amateur Championship Qualifier
		
Desert Mountain GC, Scottsdale
Aug 20
USGA Women’s Mid-Amateur Championship Qualifier
		
Arizona Country Club, Phoenix
Aug 24-26 2009 AWGA State Amateur Stroke Play Championship
		
Legend Trail Golf Club, Scottsdale

e

tournament

rules

SEPTEMBER 2009
Sep 8
NAWGA 4-Ball Partners Championship
		
Prescott Lakes Golf & Country Club, Prescott
Sep 21-22 2009 AWGA Partners Tournament | Turquoise Valley GC, Bisbee

OCTOBER 2009
Oct 7 & 8 SDWGA Fall Partners | Tubac Golf Resort | Tubac
Oct 10 & 11 Southeastern AZ Women's Amateur Golf Championship 			
		
Mountain View Golf Course @ Ft. Huachuca | Sierra Vista
		
Pueblo Del Sol CC | Sierra Vista
Oct 18-20 2009 AWGA State Amateur Seniors Championship
		
Antelope Hills GC | Prescott

NOVEMBER 2009
Nov 16 & 17 2009 AWGA Scotch Play Tournament | Palm Valley GC | Goodyear

DECEMBER 2009
Dec 2		
SDWGA Winter Scotch | Canoa Ranch Golf Club | Green Valley
Dec 7		
2009 AWGA State Medallion Club Team
		
Eagles Nest at Pebble Creek | Goodyear

events
with the AWGA

Diamondbacks at Chase Field
New Seat Locations for AWGA Members
For all of our baseball fans, we have been allotted a group of tickets for one of the last Diamondback games of the season. Get on the
phone and get your friends gathered for this special discount offer.
Date: Wednesday, September 23rd at 6:40 PM
Location: All-You-Can-Eat Section (Sections 221-223)
Price: $27.50 a ticket
Purchase tickets online: www.dbacks.com/groups. Use Login
Name: awga and Password: ballgame (Remember that the Login
and Password are both case sensitive.)
Payment: Pay Online by credit card. Or download a flyer from the
AWGA website and pay by a check made to “Arizona Diamondbacks”
or fill in your credit card information and mail it.
Deadline: Tickets must be purchased by 5:00 pm on September 18
Ticket Distribution: When ordering tickets, you will have the options
to: Receive them by mail, print the tickets at home, or pick them up
at the Will Call Window the day of the game.
Get there in time for dinner and you’ll have a great time. The AllYou-Can-Eat buffet includes hot dogs, popcorn, potato chips, peanuts, soft drinks and bottled water. It does not include any alcoholic beverages, but they can be purchased at the concession stand
and brought to your seats.
Call Tiffany with the D-backs at 602-462-4103 with any questions.

AWGA Night at Phoenix Theatre
"Curtains" - September 27
This is one performance you won’t want to miss. Curtains is a
musical comedy who-dun-it play. It is packed with show-stopping
song and dance numbers and presents both hilarious and witty lines
continued on page seven
on the stage.

aces
February
4 | Sandy Cook | San Marcos WGA

March
1 | Sandy Cook | San Marcos WGA
1 | Susan Crossette | Sun Lakes CC WGA
10 | Kate Harris | Willowbrook WGA

April
30 | Sarah Giuffreda | Canoa hills WGA

May
12 | Susan Crossette | Sun Lakes CC WGA
16 | Phyl Bryant | Saddlebrooke WGA
20 | Jean Hyland | Boulders Ladies Golf Club
21 | Jan Boomer | Sanctuary Golf Club Women
29 | Dolores Kendall | Sun City Vistoso 9'ers WGA
31 | Suzi Davis | Rolling Hills Women (Tucson)

June
4 | Anna Don | Catalina WGA @ Dell Urich
5 | Dot Starkloff | Palo Verde CC WGA
9 | Arlene Seymour | Sun City West - Echo Mesa
11 | Rebecca Rubin | Oakcreek CC WGA
13 | Judy Frye | Sun City South Women
15 | Ginger Wait | Haven Golf Club Lady 18
16 | Frances Carr | Beaver Creek Golf Resort WGA
16 | Linda Siatt | Corte Bella WGA
17 | Karen Rife | Lake Havasu WGA
17 | Conie Daluisio | Canoa Hills WGA
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Arizona Golf Resort hosts
Ambassador Program

Peggy Briggs, LPGA Teaching Pro, has
been part of our Ambassador Program
since it began in 2006. She has introduced over 50 women to the game of
golf at Arizona Golf Resort through this
highly successful AWGA program.
On June 13th Peggy planned a Golf
Outing for Ambassadors and past participants. “We had a good turnout for a
first-time event,” Peggy reported. “We
held Closest to the Pin and Longest Putt
contests, which the women enjoyed very
much.”
Carol Springer, a steady
Ambassador since the program’s inception, won the Closest to the Pin contest
and Kelly Miller, a past Ambassador
Program student, won the Longest Putt
contest. They each received a complimentary golf lesson as their prize, which
were donated by Peggy Briggs and Tracy
Berman. The management of Arizona
Golf Resort also provided free range balls
for the women to warm up.
Patty Layfield, a former Ambassador
student, discovered that local wildlife
could affect a golfer’s game. While playing a par three hole, Patty hit a duck with
her ball. “It was a traumatic event for
her,” said Carol Springer, who was one of
her threesome, “but we all had fun and
that’s what the game is all about.”
Those playing on this sunny, June day
were Carrol Brown, Carol Springer, Laura
Smith, Ester Arney, Cathi Bartlit, Patty
Layfield, CeCe West, April Sterlachini,
Susan Clark, Kelly Miller, Michele
Michelson and Barb Mykleseth.
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Fry's.com will host Couples Pro Am
to benefit Kirk Triplett's
Fore Adoption Foundation
The Frys.com open is extending a special offer for AWGA members. As a member you will receive: Preferred pricing for AWGA members - $2,000 per couple
(normally $2,500). For each couple purchased by an AWGA member, the Frys.
com Open will donate $250 to the AWGA.
Details of the pro-am:
Fore Adoption Pro-Am – Monday, Oct. 19th on the tournament course
(Raptor). Each couple will be paired with another couple and that foursome
will be paired with a PGA TOUR player and his spouse. Each participant will
receive a gift package including a contestant badge, food and beverages on
the course, awards reception following play, 10 general admission tournament tickets good any day, and 2 parking passes. Proceeds from the event will
benefit the Fore Adoption Foundation founded by PGA TOUR player and local
resident Kirk Triplett.

equipment
golf clubs: the long and short of it

Part One
by Sue O’Connor, Club Fitting Specialist
Cool Clubs
Have you ever wondered what length your irons should be? The correct length allows you to hit
the ball on the sweet spot, have the appropriate ball flight, and the option to work the ball. Be aware,
there is not one standard. Each manufacturer has their own standard and it may not be the same as
another manufacturer.
Also, just because you are short does not mean you necessarily need shorter clubs. Conversely, if
you are tall, extra long clubs aren’t necessarily the appropriate length. Club length is determined by
body proportions, the static measurements of the distance from your wrist to the floor, and your
position at address. Dynamically the correct length is that which enables you to consistently hit the
center of the club face when swinging correctly. It’s easier to swing a club that is the correct length
and that keeps the fun in the game!
Sue can be reached at: sue.oconnor@coolclubs.com
or (480) 284-7766

technique

t

Proper Right Hand Release & Extension

Swing Tip from
Kim Haddow, LPGA Teaching Pro
Antelope Hills Golf Course, Prescott

Many women come to me saying that all their irons seem to go the same
distance and/or they hit behind the ball. What I believe is happening is their
non-target side hand is releasing too soon from the top and they create the
same loft on every iron at impact. The palm of the non-target side hand is
the face of the club, so the palm should be moving toward the target at
impact (not down).
A simple drill and one of my favorite is the "split grip drill." Grip the club
with about 3 inches between your hands. You will be standing closer to the
ball and your non-target side arm will be at full extension. The non-target
side elbow will be closer to the hip as well. Relax. Posture is level. Make
some half swings first, hitting balls that are slightly teed up. Feel your
rhythm. (possibly "shift swing, shift swing" or "toe up, toe up") If you hit
behind the ball, your non-target side hand is releasing too soon. Once you
hit some crisp shots, then play the ball down. Once you feel comfortable
with half swings, then take 3/4 swings etc.
I hope you experience launching the ball versus hitting the ball.

“Summer has set in with
it's usual severity.”

Events with the AWGA
continued from page five

A play within a play! A murder backstage on
opening night of a new musical brings a local
detective to the scene to conduct an investigation.
But the lure of the theater proves irresistible for
the stage-struck officer who finds himself just as
drawn toward making the show a hit as he is in
solving the murder!
Date: Sunday, September 27th at 6:30 pm
Deadline to purchase tickets: September 18th
at 4:00 pm.
AWGA discounted ticket price: $34.00
Purchase Tickets: Call Lindsay Halvorson at 602889-5283 to order and pay.
Be sure to tell Lindsay that you are an AWGA
member to receive your discount price. You can
pick up your tickets for the performance at Will
Call. For more information, e-mail her at l.halvorson@phoenixtheatre.com.

“Camelot” now playing at
Theatre Works in Peoria
This is a great time to discover the talent
and enjoyment of spending an afternoon
in a state-of-the-art theater located in the
West Valley on 83rd Ave & Peoria. Theater
Works is a non-profit organization whose
purpose is to bring quality entertainment
at affordable prices.
They are kicking off their weekday matinees of the 2009/2010 season with the
premier musical, Camelot! Relive the romance, music and magic that was Camelot.
Date & Time: Wednesday, September
9th at 2:00 pm.
Cost: $20.00 per person, which includes
Coffee, Tea and desert after the show in
the Theater lobby.
Deadline for tickets: August 18th
They are holding 20 seats for the AWGA.
Call David Hope at (623) 815-1791, Extension 106 or e-mail him at dhope@theaterworks.org to purchase your tickets.

~Samuel Taylor Coleridge
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upcoming
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Turquise Valley Golf Course, Bisbee, AZ

Partners Tournament
Turquoise Valley Golf Course, Bisbee, AZ
September 21 & 22 2009 • Four Ball Stroke Play
Entries open August 10.

Log into your eGolfBag to sign up.
Antelope Hills Golf Course, Prescott, AZ

State amateur seniors
championship
Antelope Hills Golf Course, Prescott, AZ
October 18, 19 & 20 • Individual Stroke Play
Entries open September 4.

ORO VALLEY CC WGA
Oro Valley Country Club and the 18-Hole Women’s Golf Association was once again successful in
raising awareness and making a difference in the fight against breast cancer through their annual
three-day THINK PINK 2009 events benefitting the Southern Arizona Affiliate of Susan G. Komen for
the Cure.
The theme, Pink Fire, reflected the support received from the North Tucson Fire Fighters who
arranged for the “Pink Heals Tour” pink fire truck and the tour’s founder, Dave Graybill, a fire fighter
from Glendale, AZ, to be present.
Fundraising events included a Cookout for the Cure and Silent Auction; a Swing for the Cure
charitable golf tournament that warmly welcomed the entire Tucson community; and a Rally for the
Cure® ladies’ golf event and ladies’ luncheon. They also held a Theme Basket Raffle, Sponsor-a-Hole
campaign, on-course Margarita Bar and merchandise sales. Thanks to the generosity of the Oro
Valley Country Club members and the local community, the group raised $30,000 for the Susan G.
Komen Foundation.

take a tour of ping
Ping Celebrates 50 years!
When it’s too hot to play golf, why not spend a morning seeing just how this magical
stick we embrace on a regular basis is made. PING®, one of the top golf club manufacturers in the world, is located right in our own backyard and offers tours three days a week.
We are all aware of the name Karsten Solheim and his influence on the golf industry and
particularly in our own state. This is the perfect time to learn about the story of the
development of his first club, the PING® putter, in 1959. When he heard the clear pinging
sound of the ball hitting the club, he immediately knew what the name of his company
should be. And the rest is history!
PING is unique in many ways. It is the only golf manufacturing company that owns
and operates its own foundry allowing it to manage its high standards for product
manufacturing. That means better consistency and quality in its club heads. They use
high-tech computerized equipment in the construction of each club and they blend this
technology with experienced employees who can spot a defect and ensure quality control
in all aspects of the assembly process.
Be sure to wear your walking shoes for this 2 hour FREE tour of their facility in Tempe.
Call Millie at 602-687-5385 to make your reservations. Tours are available on Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday and start at 9:00 am. You can have a free fitting at the end too.
Now’s the perfect time to go since the demand is less. In the winter months, there is a
2-3 month wait to take the tour. So take advantage of living in Arizona year round and
spend a day at the PING® factory. You’ll come out with a whole new appreciation for just
how much time, effort and precision goes into the design and manufacture of golf
clubs.
Lorena Ochoa uses PING clubs. If they’re good enough for Lorena – you know the rest!

Ironwood LGA Hosts
Swing for Hope
AWGA Representative, Vicki Carmichael,
was proud of the success of the Ironwood
Ladies Golf Association annual charity
event in April. Their theme, Swing For
Hope, enticed over 140 businesses and
ILGA members to contribute to this charity
either by sponsoring a hole or by making
a personal donation. ILGA members wore
colors of Teal, Green, Pink, Yellow, Grey,
Black, Orange, Light Blue, Purple and
Brown in memory of or in honor of someone
or themselves. Each of these colors represented one or more types of cancer.
There was a special event hole, Closest to
the Line, for all cancer survivors. Golf was
followed by a luncheon where all cancer
survivors present were recognized and applauded for their fight and continued hope
for a cure.
Chairperson, Patti Groulx, presented Lee
Dueringer, Associate Director of Development for the Arizona Cancer Center in
Tucson a check in the amount of $7,195.

A couple of holes in one!
On Monday June 15th , AWGA member, Chris Kenna, and her husband, Ed,
each played a round of golf. Although
they played at different courses, both
Chris and Ed had a most memorable
day playing golf. Chris recorded her
11th hole-in-one and Ed recorded his
7th hole-in-one.
Chris Kenna a member at Red Mountain Ranch Country Club, former AWGA
Rep for that Club and an avid golfer.
Congratulations Chris!
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